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 SOUTH KOREA
The South Korean government announced it will put in place 200 alternative fuel stations for environmentally friendly vehicles around the nation by 

2025. The new facilities will accommodate Autogas, hydrogen and electric vehicles and will also offer restaurants, rest stops and other amenities for 
customer convenience. 

The Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport is planning a formal announcement, along with the National Assembly and the ministries of 
Environment and Commerce, after holding discussions with legislators and preparing due revision bills.

The envisioned plan seeks to provide such business opportunities to private operators for the next 30 years, and locate the stations in highways and 
beltways across the country. Excess profits generated from the businesses will be reinvested into government-led fuel cell research projects, according to 
officials. To speed up the process, the government intends to submit related bills within the first half of the year and select private companies to operate 
the businesses next year. This is part of the plan to sharpen Korea’s competitiveness and build infrastructure in the environmentally friendly vehicle 
industry. Korea currently has about 2,700 Autogas stations across the country. 

 UK
An LPG powered TX2 Taxi will face a final round of assessment to prove 

its worth as a low-emission alternative to traditional diesel models. This 
vehicle has recently completed the penultimate stage of the approval 
process from Transport for London (TfL), which included extensive 
technical and emission assessments at MIRA (transport technology park). 

If the programme succeeds it will provide the opportunity to re-power 
many of the city’s iconic black taxis from highly-polluting diesel vehicles 
to run on LPG in a bid to significantly reduce harmful NOx emissions and 
improve air quality.

The LPG powered taxi, operated by Autogas Limited, has now started 
its final 10,000 mile technology assessment with TfL on the streets of 
London to recreate the same conditions and typical drive cycles it will 
eventually encounter when in–service.

Under the scheme, older TX2 taxis will have their diesel engine replaced 
with a General Motors sourced, two-litre petrol engine with full Autogas 
conversion. The engine mapping is designed to mimic the characteristics 
of the original diesel engine, providing complete familiarity for drivers, yet 
reducing harmful NOx emissions by 80% and particulate matter by 90%.

The final phase of TfL’s testing will see the taxi run double-shifted around 
the clock, similar to that of many taxis in normal operation, only without 
carrying any fee paying passengers. Once the 10,000 mile assessment is 
completed, the vehicle will return to MIRA for final testing and approval 
before being made available to the capital’s cabbies.

 SPAIN  / PORTUGAL
Fiat Group CEO for Spain and Portugal, Luca Parasacco, believes that 

Autogas is “the best alternative fuel currently available on the market to 
reduce transport emissions.” The manager compared the properties of 
LPG with other mobility solutions such as the electric cars, which “will 
undoubtedly be of fundamental importance in the future, but still have 
to overcome important limitations in terms of  driving range, recharging 
accessibility or prices.” Parasacco, who is also vice chairman of the 
Autogas Cluster (a Spanish entity formed by LPG operators, vehicle and 
components manufacturers, and technology centres), explained that not 
only a more prominent role of Autogas is needed to boost alternative fuel 
vehicles, but also a better treatment by the administrations at both the 
municipal and state levels. He said that governments give more support 
“to electric vehicles than to Autogas vehicles, when LPG has a potential that we 
consider much higher in the short term.” This attitude partly responds to the 
fact that there is a lot of ignorance about this technology, and exemplified  

 
the recent restrictions on traffic in Madrid to reduce pollution. “In the 
pollution episodes in Madrid the majority of users were unaware that Autogas 
vehicles could access the city centre, regardless of car plates, by having the ECO 
label of the DGT (Spanish General-Directorate of Traffic),” he recalled. In this 
sense, he is a defender of the need to provide support and effective public 
communication on the advantages of technologies such as Autogas. 

Regarding the government’s aids to the purchase of Autogas vehicles 
contemplated in the MOVEA Plan, he stated that these “are much lower 
than those for other alternative fuel vehicles.” The incentive plans adopted 
“have shown a lot of dynamism in the sector,” but their application must 
have “enough continuity”, for which it is necessary “to have enough funds 
covering a longer period of time and a larger number of vehicles subsidised,” 
he said. 

 MEXICO
The Mexican Energy Regulatory Commission (CRE), in its Ordinary 

Session of the Governing Body, granted four fuel dispensing permits at 
vehicle service stations. Energetics Tepak, Gas Daniel, Imperial Gas of 
Axapusco and Imperial Gas of the Bajío received the permission to refuel 
Autogas.

Tepak is located in the municipality of Zapotlanejo, Jalisco; Gas Daniel 
in Saltillo, Coahuila; Gas Imperial de Axapusco in Metepec, Hidalgo; and 
Imperial Gas del Bajío in Valle de Santiago, Guanajuato, detailed Luis 
Guillermo Pineda Bernal, commissioner of the CRE.

According to the official, one of the main advantages of Autogas is 
that its cost is almost 50% lower than diesel and gasoline. It also reduces 
carbon dioxide emissions by 15%, sulphur dioxide by 8.3% and suspended 
particulates by 63%. An LPG conversion kit costs about 15,700 pesos (832 
U.S. dollars) plus VAT and 38,000 pesos (2,000 U.S. dollars) for gas and 
diesel hybrids.

Moreover, the Coordinating Secretary of the National Multifunctional 
Transport of the CNOP (National Confederation of Popular Organisations) 
of Jalisco, Germán Mallorquín, reported that, due to the increase in prices 
of gasoline, fleet operators in Jalisco and Nayarit are in talks to adopt 
Autogas in their vehicles, especially in taxis.
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