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UNIPER SE AND THE DUTCH TITAN LNG SIGNED A MEMOR ANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING TO ACCELER ATE THE GROWTH OF 
LNG AS A FUEL IN THE DOWNSTREAM MARKETS FOR INDUSTRY, ROAD FUEL AND SHIPPING FUEL IN GERMANY. WITH THE PURCHASE OF FIVE ALLISON-EQUIPPED CNG VEHICLES, FOOD WHOLESALER TR ANSGOURMET IS MAKING 

ANOTHER STEP TOWARD BECOMING THE MOST SUSTAINABLE COMPANY IN THE GERMAN FOOD INDUSTRY. FIVE NEW 
IVECO STR ALIS NP TRUCKS WILL BE USED IN THE CITY OF ULM AND SURROUNDING AREAS.

The parties are planning to develop a user-friendly technical interface 
and commercial products for small-scale LNG players from the 
Wilhelmshaven Floating Storage and Regasification Unit (FSRU) for 
LNG. The terminal in Wilhelmshaven will enable the loading of small 
LNG seagoing vessels and barges. In addition, several truck loading bays 
are planned to enable the onward transport of LNG by road.

The distribution of LNG by truck from Wilhelmshaven is seen as an 
important for the establishment of LNG as truck fuel. Numerous LNG 
filling stations are currently under construction in Germany. Compared 
to diesel, LNG will significantly reduce CO2 emissions. In addition, no 
particles will be emitted and nitrogen and sulfur oxide emissions will 
be greatly reduced. The German Federal Government supports logistics 
companies with subsidies and the toll-free use of German roads for 
LNG-powered trucks.

With its proximity to the Jade Weser Port, Bremerhaven and the 
German Bight, Wilhelmshaven is a very suitable location to supply LNG 
for all downstream markets and in particular for marine fuels. As a fuel, 
LNG already meets the more stringent environmental requirements for 
ocean shipping.

Titan LNG and Uniper have been leading suppliers in the small-scale 
LNG market segment for years. Uniper is currently developing a Floating 
Storage and Regasification Terminal (FSRU) at its Wilhelmshaven site. 
The FSRU will have a natural gas send-out capacity of 10 billion cubic 
meters per year and an LNG storage capacity of more than 263,000 m³. 
The terminal is scheduled to go into operation in the second half of 
2022. 

In Wilhelmshaven, Uniper can use existing infrastructure. It is the only 
German site with a deep-water port and can be reached without tidal 
constraints. In addition, Wilhelmshaven is ideally located with regard to 
the existing pipeline and gas storage infrastructure.

In December 2018, Uniper signed a memorandum of understanding 
with the Japanese shipping company Mitsui O.S.K. Line (MOL). MOL will 
own, finance and operate the FSRU. Uniper is currently coordinating the 
permits for the operation of the facility with the relevant authorities.
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The food wholesaler is using methane-powered Stralis NP trucks 
equipped with Allison 3000 Series™ fully automatic transmissions in 
the course of a sustainable realignment of its fleet. According to Iveco, 
the vehicles can cover distances of up to 550 kilometers depending on 
the tank volume. With the typical Transgourmet route being around 
200 kms they only have to be refueled once every second day, even 
though the cooling unit is also powered by the vehicle’s engine.

Allison says its automatic transmissions are ideal for natural gas 
engines that have to endure the heavy start-stop duty cycles of urban 
distribution vehicles. Allison’s torque converter technology supports 
the natural gas engine during vehicle start-ability by smoothly 
multiplying the engine torque and delivering more power to the wheels.

“Because the commercial vehicle market currently doesn’t offer  
a comparable economically and environmentally-friendly alternative, we 
have chosen the natural gas trucks with Allison transmissions” - explained 
Sven Sauerwein, Head of Logistic Services Transgourmet Central and 
Eastern Europe. “So far, we only heard good things about this vehicle 
configuration and we are excited that it meets our high expectations in 
terms of energy efficiency, environmental protection, noise reduction and 
driving comfort.”

The helical gears of the Allison transmission help vehicles with natural 
gas engines to a quieter operation. Noise emissions of the IVECO Stralis 
NP are about 4 dBA lower than those of a comparable diesel truck. 
Already a reduction of the noise level by 3 dBA is perceived by the 
human ear as noise reduction by 50%. Thus, the natural gas vehicles are 
ideally suited for use in the city.

The five CNG vehicles, four 18-ton Iveco Stralis NP type AD190S33/FP 
CNG 4×2 and one 26-ton Iveco Stralis NP type AD260S33Y/FS CNG 6×2, 
are equipped CURSOR 8 Euro 6 engines that delivers 243 kW (325 hp). 

These engines reduce particulate emissions by 95%, nitrogen oxides 
(NOx) by 60%, and CO2 emissions by up to 90% when using bio-methane. 
They achieve fuel savings of up to 15% compared to diesel trucks on the 
same route. 

Allison transmissions featuring FuelSense® 2.0, Allison’s latest fuel-
saving technology, may achieve even greater fuel savings. FuelSense® 
2.0 uses a real-time learning algorithm that automatically adjusts the 
transmission control to load, speed and topography to find the ideal 
balance of fuel consumption and performance.
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